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About the project
Nowadays, women still find it difficult to embrace a career in the
mathematical academic world. One of the goals of this exhibition is
to draw attention to this issue by presenting mathematics through
women mathematicians’ perspectives and samples of their life stories.
As well as reporting on the obstacles they came across, they share
with us their contagious enthusiasm for mathematics. May their joy
of this discipline serve as a welcome to the world of mathematics.
The exhibition offers a glimpse into this singular world through photographs (by Noel Tovia Matoff) and excerpts of interviews (by Sylvie
Paycha and Sara Azzali) of thirteen women mathematicians throughout Europe. The portrayed women represent a cross-section of mathematicians, from different geographical regions, at different stages
of their career and working in different fields of mathematics.
The exhibition you are seeing tonight is the result of two years’ worth
of intensive work, performed alongside photographer Noel Matoff
and three mathematicians, Magdalena Georgescu and Sara Azzali
from Potsdam, and Alexandra Antoniouk from Kiev. In 2014, in
preparation for a talk I had been asked to give at the University
of Konstanz on “Women and mathematics”, I wrote to ten female
mathematicians I know around the world, asking them to answer a set
of questions related to their careers. I assembled the replies, together
with a photograph of each mathematician, in a hand-made booklet
entitled “Women mathematicians around the world. A gallery of
portraits”. Feedback received from this project was the impetus towards a much more ambitious goal, an exhibition at the 7th European
Congress of Mathematics.
We are happy to welcome you to the exhibition, which was made possible thanks to the support of various organizations, in particular the
Humboldt Stiftung, from which the project received the “Humboldt
Alumni Award 2015 for Innovative Networking Initiatives”. Networking has already actively started while planning the future venues for
the exhibition throughout Europe. Getting in touch with the local
organizers who will host the exhibition outside Berlin and Germany
has led to many interactions with various mathematicians around
Europe. More and more do we have the feeling that the exhibition
will lead a life of its own after leaving Berlin!
- Sylvie Paycha
[

The exhibition will remain at TU Berlin until the end of September,
when it will depart for a tour of various locations around Europe.
For a detailed list, see the project website, www.womeninmath.net.
For further information, the organizers can be reached by e-mail at
info@womeninmath.net.
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About the music
Excerpts omitted in online version, for copyright reasons.
..........................................
...................
........................
.......................
.......................

Ángel González
Lo que nunca dijo nadie (“What nobody ever said”) was developed
in 2004 for violinist Susanne Zapf and guitarist Hubert Steiner, and
is dedicated to them. It is based on the poem Ahí, donde fracasan las
palabras (“Where words fail”) by Ángel González, an ironic aphorism
about the meaning and the social implications of artistic creation.
The two central lines of the poem are divided into individual syllables and repeated back and forth by the two players. Initially, the
language is bound in a metrical structure and remains semantically
understandable despite division into syllables. With each repetition,
the meter is gradually loosened, and the semantic meaning is lost
through the increasing division of syllables and their regrouping – the
words ”fail” and the language disappears until the death sentence is
pronounced....
[

In Die Macht der Gewohnheit (“The power of habit”), written in
2014 for the violinist Juditha Haeberlin of the ensemble musikFabrik,
the eponymous poem by Hans-Magnus Enzensberger is interwoven
with the instrumental performance. Here, the language moves in a
range between unsemantic sound that blends with the instrumental
sound, and a maximal understanding of the text in the form of direct
and cheeky audience response. The quite provocative content of the
poem can be interpreted in different ways – are we talking about
today’s society? About university structures? About the ’new’ in
’new music’?
..............................
.......................
.........................
................

........................
................
........................
.......................
..................
...........................
............................
..........................
(. . . )

That one gets used to everything,
one gets used to.
This is usually called
a learning process.

The never seen before
seems common to us.
The never seen before
is a common law.
A creature of habit
Meets on the usual corner
A habitual criminal.
An extraordinary event.
(. . . )

....................................
.............................
The habit of power softly rests
on the power of habit.

Hans-Magnus Enzensberger
extract from “Die Macht der Gewohnheit”

(loosely translated)
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Programme

18:30-19:45

MUSICAL OPENING
“Lo que nunca dijo nadie” for guitar and violin
composed by Elena Mendoza (2004), text by Ángel González
interpreted by Susanne Zapf and Seth Josel (5’)

WELCOME ADDRESSES
Prof. Etienne Emmrich, Director of the Mathematics Institute
Technische Universität Berlin
Prof. Angela Ittel, Vice President for International Relations
and Teacher Education, Technische Universität Berlin
Prof. Johanna Wanka, Federal Minister for Education
and Research (will be read by Prof. Ittel)
Prof. Jean-Pierre Bourguignon,
President of the European Research Council
Prof. Helmut Schwarz,
President of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

TALKS
Prof. Sylvie Paycha (Universität Potsdam),
introduction to the theme of the exhibition
Prof. Elena Mendoza (Universität der Künste, Berlin),
on the theme “Women in Music”

OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION
by Prof. Sylvie Paycha

MUSICAL CODA
“Die Macht der Gewohnheit” for a talking violinist
composed by Elena Mendoza (2014),
text by Hans-Magnus Enzensberger
interpreted by Susanne Zapf (11’)

Snacks will be served at 19:45.
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About the artists
Noel Tovia Matoff is a photographer who has always been passionately interested in portraying people. She feels challenged to present her own personal view, approaching each individual on an eye to
eye level and thereby creating an intimate relationship. She enjoys portraying people of different social
and cultural strata, as well as accompanying actors
and artists during their work. Another focal point is
portraying health-related topics, such as people taking care of relatives with Alzheimer disease and midwives helping women give birth.
Samples of her work can be found on her website, www.matoff.de.
[

Elena Mendoza was born in Sevilla (Spain) in 1973.
She studied piano and composition with Manfred
Trojahn in Düsseldorf and with Hanspeter Kyburz
in Berlin among others. After finishing studies she
was a fellow at different institutions like Ensemble
Modern Akademie in Frankfurt a.M.. Currently she
lives in Berlin and is a composition Professor at
the Universität der Künste. She is particularly interested in timbrical and dramaturgical questions,
and has particular preferences for theatrical concepts touching on
language, space and music. She has worked in collaboration with
many renowned interpreters such as ensemble recherche, Klangforum Wien, Neue Vocalsolisten Stuttgart, Ensemble Ascolta, KNM
Berlin and many others. She has won several awards, including the
Musikpreis Salzburg 2011 (Förderungspreis) and the Spanish Premio
Nacional de Música 2010. Her website is www.elenamendoza.net.
[

Seth Josel has become one of the leading instrumental pioneers of his generation. He earned a Doctor of Musical Art degree from Yale University; his
teachers included Manuel Barrueco and Eliot Fisk.
He is the recipient of numerous awards and prizes,
including a Fulbright-Hays grant from the United
States government and the Artists Stipend from the
Akademie Schloß Solitude, Stuttgart. As ensemble player and soloist
he has been involved in the first performances of more than one hundred works. He is the co-founder of www.sheerpluck.de, a website
database dedicated to the contemporary guitar literature. His personal website is sethjosel.de.
Susanne Zapf, born in 1979 in Thuringia (Germany),
studied the violin with Ilan Gronich in Berlin, Grigory
Zhislin in London and Keiko Wataya in Amsterdam.
She particularly enjoys playing chamber music. In
2006, she founded a string quartet: the Sonar Quartett, which specialises in playing contemporary music. She was awarded the Kranichstein Performer’s
Prize in 2002. From her point of view, there is no
contradiction between embracing the historical performance practice
of the Baroque and Classical periods, exploring free improvisation,
participating in multimedia projects and performing contemporary
music. Her website is susannezapf.blogspot.de.
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About the portraits
Thirteen mathematicians are portrayed in the exhibition (the list
below includes for each both the country where they are currently
working and their country of birth, if different):
Nalini Anantharaman from France
Karin Baur from Austria/Switzerland
Stefka Bouyuklieva from Bulgaria
Alice Fialowski from Hungary
Frances Kirwan from UK
Irina Kmit from Germany/Ukraine
Kaisa Matomäki from Finland
Margarida Mendes Lopes from Portugal
Barbara Nelli from Italy
Dušanka Perišić from Serbia
Kasia Rejzner from UK/Poland
Katrin Wendland from Germany
Oksana Yakimova from Germany/Russia
The portraits, as well as other pictures used during the exhibition,
were taken by photographer Noel Tovia Matoff.
Interviews were conducted by Sylvie Paycha and Sara Azzali. From
these interviews excerpts were chosen to be used in the panels.
The panels were created by Wenke Neunast, eckedesign.

Catalogue
The catalogue of the exhibition, also entitled “Women of Mathematics throughout Europe. A gallery of portraits”, contains the full interviews with the thirteen women mathematicians, the portraits, and
pictures from their impromptu presentations where they described
their research. Additionally, it contains two more thematically related interviews, with composer Elena Mendoza and with midwife
Matina Matoff.
The catalogue is available for sale during the duration of the exhibition. Alternatively, it can be ordered from info@verlag-am-fluss.de.
For sales within Germany, 2 euros per catalogue will be donated to
the organization European Women in Mathematics.

Pamphlet created by Magdalena Georgescu.

The exhibition was made possible
due to the financial support of the following institutions:
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For their decisive support, we are also very grateful to:
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